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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-30 have been presented for examination based on applicant's 
amendment filed 28 June 2006. By this amendment, applicants have now cancelled 
claims 8, 18, and 28. Amended claims 1-7, 9-17, 19-27 and 29-30 remain pending in 
this application and have now been allowed over the prior art of record. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 28 June 2006, with respect to independent claims 1, 
1 1, and 21 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The previous 103(a) 
rejection has been withdrawn in view of the amendment to the claims and supporting 
arguments filed 28 June 2006. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-7, 9-17, 19-27 and 29-30 are allowed: 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
In the instant case the prior art of record does not disclose the specific sequence 
of steps and combination of apparatus elements relating to executing a transaction by 
identifying tasks and storage resources for completing transactions, defining groups of 
virtual processors and transaction groups having access to storage resources, 
assigning tasks and groups including virtual processors having access, and 
subsequently completing the tasks via virtual processors assigned to the transaction 
group as now required by amended claims 1, 1 1, and 21. Dependent claims 2-7, 9-10, 
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12-17, 19-20, 22-27, and 28-30 are deemed allowable as depending either directly or 
indirectly from independent claims 1, 11, or 21. 

The closest prior art of record teaches certain elements of the claimed invention 
as follows: 

- U.S. Patent Application 2003/00371 85 issued to Davis : discloses defining 
interconnecting nodes in terms of storage resources in parallel processing 
(multiprocessor) computing systems inclusive of mapping virtual resources as node 
sets, node group mappings including replacement nodes, and system and I/O resource 
requirements. However, Davis does not explicitly disclose the specific sequence of 
steps and combination of apparatus elements relating to executing a transaction by 
identifying tasks and storage resources for completing transactions, defining groups of 
virtual processors and transaction groups having access to storage resources, 
assigning tasks and groups including virtual processors having access, and 
subsequently completing the tasks via virtual processors assigned to the transaction 
group as now required by amended claims 1, 1 1, and 21. 

- U.S. Patent 6.934.755 issued to Sauloauah et al : teaches defining 
interconnecting nodes that represent virtual processors (machine) in a parallel 
computing system inclusive of executing transactions based on groups relating data 
storage (database) facilities (resources) in a distributed parallel processing system and 
the simultaneous execution of the related transactions over the parallel system. 
However, Saulpaugh does not explicitly disclose the specific sequence of steps and 
combination of apparatus elements relating to executing a transaction by identifying 
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tasks and storage resources for completing transactions, defining groups of virtual 
processors and transaction groups having access to storage resources, assigning tasks 
and groups including virtual processors having access, and subsequently completing 
the tasks via virtual processors assigned to the transaction group as now required by 
amended claims 1, 11, and 21. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance. " 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred Ferris whose telephone number is 571-272-3778 
and whose normal working hours are 8:30am to 5:00pm Monday to Friday. Any inquiry 
of a general nature relating to the status of this application should be directed to the 
group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-3700. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kamini Shah can 
be reached at 571-272-3780. The Official Fax Number is: (703) 872-9306 

(Fred 'Ferris, Primary Examiner 
Simulation and Emulation, Art Unit 2128 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office „o!P^ »^ 
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